STATE COLLEGE

A Bronze Sar for Volusia Honor Air and pre-flight
brunch

By Brain Wilson

As host of the sixth pre-flight brunch to
honor the World War Il Veterans of
Volusia Honor Air, Café 101 shined wit

patriotism and goodwill.

The event was sponsored by the Dayto

State Foundation to support Volusia

Honor Air and their mission, which is 10 | A joyous crowd welcomes Honor Air vets in a seaedf,
send as many WWII veterans as possibjeWhite andblue on Sent. Z.

to the new memorial in Washington D.C. that hortbesn.

Dr. Kent Sharples, President of Daytona State @ellentroduced Reps. John Mica, R—Winter Park, and
Suzanne Kosmas, D—New Smyrna Beach, and Mike Wthieedlirector for Volusia County Veterans
Services.

White spoke of bravery and personal sacrificeinglthe story of U.S. Army veteran Dr. Paul Lack of
Lakeland. Lack was then awarded the Bronze StéMibg. Lack was eligible for the medal for over 65
years, but it was never awarded until now, Whitesssé&Because the award hadn't been processedhitetil
he was discharged.”

Within the Honor Air program each vet is registevéth Veteran Services and because of that, many
receive benefits they did not know they were eligir. Since the first flight in 2008- there aveotflights a
year, and 600 veterans have been flown to WashngI@ veterans are now getting help, including ated
compensation, pensions, and burial benefits.



Bernadette Britz-Parker, Daytona State Foundateardmember and committee member of Volusia Honor
Air, served as chair of the pre-flight brunch opSé&L1. "It was a wonderful event, we are so tedlthe
college was willing to do it, to help us honor aets," says Britz-Parker. She worked with the spéff
Daytona State, veterans, their families and supp®ftom throughout the community to organize wias

a stately and elegant event to honor veteranshadefforts during WWII. Resplendent in Americadags,
Daytona State Brass Ensemble and the Color Guattd pyembers of the Sheriff's Department standing at
attention, Café 101 was military-ready for dresgpaction. The brunch consisted of quiches, hantripas

and other breakfast fare served in silver chafispeks.

Norton Christeson, Assistant Chair of the SchodVakic, Entertainment and Art, performed an insgri
"Star-Spangled Banner" that resounded with pasmnotifollowed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The vaer
also got to meet their assigned guardians who eeam the day of the flight to make sure theiretim
Washington is well spent. Molly Wiegand , of OrmdBelach, is the assigned guardian for her fathetr, Re
Army PFC David Alband, 85, and Ret. Marines Sqtlli/Coates, 86. Wiegand says, "l am so excited to
share this experience with all the vets, especrailydad and Willis (long time family friend)." THast

flight for this year occurred on Sept. 25, and Albhaays, "It was the best day ever." Volusia Hakiowill

be departing again on May 14, 2011.

In the middle of the room, an empty table set turf represented the lost soldiers of the fourtarii
branches. Each item in the setting representeé@adpneaning of remembrance to the soldiers wHodt
return home and for their families. The date of@kient was no coincidence. White said a prayer to
remember and honor WWII casualties, as well ayittens of September 11, 2001, so they would not be

forgotten either.

After lunch, Roger Baumgartner, Chair of VolusiandoAir 6, recognized former chairs, committee

members and all those who play a key role in makiegrip possible.

The founder and first chair of the Volusia Honor Bireal estate agent Bill Mancinick, who orgaxitieree
Rotary clubs in Deland to facilitate the first fiig Event costs typically average $65,000 to $70\W0ich is
largely supported by guardian sponsorship, commyoatticipation of small businesses and corporation
such as U.S. Air which coordinates the flights,lding the veterans to take the trip at no charge.



